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Purple for Polio   

Purple for Polio campaign blooms 
Over the years Rotary Clubs have initiated a worldwide drive to eliminate 
wild Polio. Together, they have raised £ billions. With only a few new cases 
of polio remaining, the symbol of the campaign's success is the purple    
crocus. 
In the Autumn, Rotary-Congleton planted 4,000 crocus corms in Congleton. 
Two beds were planted at the triangular 'roundabout' on the A34 near the 
ambulance station at Lower Heath. The crocuses are now in full bloom and 
make a wonderful commemoration of the work of Rotary around the 
world.    

 

A true team effort from 

the Rotarians who 

planted the crocuses, 

to the design and 

sourcing of the      

signage, photography,  

publicity and the     

supply of materials - 

Thank you to everyone  

involved. 



We are getting 

closer to coming 

out of “Lockdown”  

- Cannot wait 

A busy month at the 

Town Hall helping with 

the vaccination centre. We are getting excel-

lent publicity and feedback from the public 

who really appreciate what we are doing and 

we have had several enquiries about joining 

Rotary. However, I feel that this is not the time 

to get them to join, but we should wait until we 

get back to our normal meetings at the golf 

club when they can see the social side as 

well. We are also building up a database of 

people, who although might not want to be-

come full members at this stage are still very 

keen to help us with our fundraising activities 

and, therefore could become “Friends of Ro-

tary” until they are ready to join.  

Great job everyone -Thanks for your support, 

but especially to Eddie and Dee Roberts who 

are always down there all the time helping to 

organise the volunteers. 

We are going to introduce two new exciting 

projects this year 

BIKEATHON  

With the absence of Swimathon this year we 

want to keep the schools, clubs and members 

of the public still interested in our fund-raising 

activities, so the plan is to have a BIKEA-

THON21 over the long weekend of 25
th
 – 28th 

of June. We intend to start advertising this 

event at the end of March, but for more infor-

mation go to  

www.congletonrotary-bikeathon.co.uk 
Odd Shoe Day  

This is mainly for the schools. The idea is that 

children can go to school in odd shoes to 

raise money for Shoe Aid as well as donating 

any unwanted shoes. We plan to run this at 

the end of the term before the summer break 

and have a collection of shoes when the 

schools restart in September. 

  

Service Above Self 

Presidents 
Patter 

http://www.congletonrotary-bikeathon.co.uk


FEBRUARY  
ROUND-UP 

Good ideas catch on! Taking a leaf out of Bolton Lever's book with an 
unashamed crib of their idea, we 
wasted no time in putting our own 
review of 2020 on social media 
around the town – and for just £10, 
boosted the post on Facebook. 
Many Rotarians were amazed at 
how much had been achieved 
despite the problems of the 
lockdown and the absence of many 
regular money-making activities. 
The review can be seen on Facebook  

THAT WAS THE YEAR …... 

At our speaker evening on 15th February, we were 
reminded that last year, Rotary Congleton helped 1,000 
people in 3

rd
 World countries to get an operation to save 

their sight! 
A donation of just £250 to Global Sight Solutions enabled 
1,000 cataract operations to take place last year. Every £5 
donated to the charity, which was set up and run by 
Rotary, is match-funded and grant-aided until it becomes 
sufficient to fund an operation in India and Africa. 
The charity hopes to fund 180,000 operations every year 
by 2025 and hope to open 5 new hospitals every year until 
then. 



FEBRUARY  
ROUND-UP 

Our three new members made news in a half-page feature in the Congleton 
Chronicle recently! Rachel, Eddie and Sandra told their stories as part of our 
campaign to attract more new members, while John G took photographs of 
each doing what they were best known for – Rachel at the Information Centre, 
Eddie with his Caravan Club interests and Sandra, behind the wheel in her 
previous career as a long-distance sales manager! 
This year our Facebook campaign in all of the town's social media will 
concentrate on recruiting new members. All clubs lose members through a 
variety of reasons including the ravages of old age and relocating out of the 
district. Rotary-Congleton is no different and we have a continual need to 
recruit new blood to help us with major fund-raising events such as the 
bonfire. 

NEW MEMBERS MAKE THE NEWS 

New members at the Town Hall? 
Some good news is coming from our efforts at the Town Hall on Covid 
vaccination days. We took over co-ordinating all marshalling duties early 
in February. Eddie has done a fantastic job, turning up with his wife, Dee, 
and putting in a full-day shift, most days. Meanwhile, Stew has been 
tearing his hair out, dealing with the large numbers that have responded 
to John's overly-successful appeal for volunteers. With around 90 people 
phoning in and offering their services, there are now enough people to 
relieve the strain on the 'regular' members who turn up on most 
occasions. 
Now we're discovering an unexpected benefit for our hard work. The 
opportunity to be seen out and about in the town and the chance to have 
meaningful conversations with like-minded volunteers is also producing 
results! No less than four prospective members are emerging as a result. 
They are high quality recruits! They already share many of the Rotary 
values of 'service above self' and are demonstrating their willingness to 
step up and serve the community. When we get back to meeting face to 
face, no doubt the new prospects will see Rotary in the round and 
hopefully, will like the full mix of activities that makes a Rotarian.  



It’s our charity 
ROTARY FOUNDATION 

Rotary foundation is a non-profit corporation that supports the efforts 
of Rotary International to achieve world understanding and peace 
through international humanitarian educational and cultural exchange 
programs. 
The concept of every Rotarian every year is to ensure the 
sustainability of this multi million dollar fund From this fund money to 
support educational programs such as the group study exchange 
program, the formation of peace fellows and the awarding of 
scholarships for students to study in other countries are donated. 
Also the many humanitarian grants such as Disaster Recovery, District 
and Matching grants, water filtration and sanitation to mention a few 
derive. 
 
The polio eradication fund is the other branch associated with 
foundation I listened to a very informative talk given by Judith Diment 
from the Rotary club in Maidenhead Thames who is the Rotary in 
GB&I polio representative. 
In particular the importance of the word “plus” in polio plus; we are 
not simply providing vaccines for all the children but setting up a 
fantastic infrastructure of teaching, surveillance and tracing as well as 
sanitation and hygiene . Alongside all this it is helping to support the 
local community both in long term health care and education as well 
as encouraging local skills. 
The world renowned Global Polio Lab network developed through this 
initiative along with the established infrastructure has helped 
ENORMOUSLY in the subsequent control of COVID-19 in the under 
developed countries. WE SHOULD BE VERY PROUD. 
 
It is to this end that continued support for both EREY and end polio 
now must be fully supported. 
We are expected as a club to contribute £70 per year to EREY and £40 
to end polio now.  
We accept fund raising per say is difficult but it was pointed out that if 
you consider the money saved by each and everyone Rotarian from 
not meeting up (food and drink) then £7 to £10 per month is a small 
price to pay to support our amazing organisation. 
Our final presentation was from two independent scholars from Japan 
studying in Manchester; how fantastic to hear their experiences and 
their gratitude to rotary for allowing them to participate and I have no 
doubt they will contribute greatly through their vocational activities to 
contribute to the ideals of Rotary. 
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