
IN THIS ISSUE
President’s Patter- a 
Citation... 
And we get a letter from 
the King!...
Rotary goes for the 
crown green...
Pledge acknowledged Pledge acknowledged 
by Attenborough... 
News...  What’s on - Our 
Diary Page...

Sept/Oct 2023

President’s 
Patter
Past President Kevin set out a key 
objective for the Club in 2022-23, which objective for the Club in 2022-23, which 
was to increase membership numbers. 
Not only has he achieved this objective 
for the club, but he also earned a Rotary 
Citation, the most signiöcant award a 
Rotary club can achieve.  In the citation 
Rotary commented that “this past year, 
your club demonstrated a commitment 
to achieve its goals, which ultimately 
helps strengthen Rotary and shape our 
future” – well done Kevin.
    It is important that all members are     It is important that all members are 
able to become involved in club activities 
and in particular in leadership roles.  Jo 
has picked up the leadership cudgel and 
has agreed to lead the Tree of light pro-
ject.  Already Jo is revitalising the project 
and bringing forward some new ideas, 
including making the scheme more 
environmentally aware. 
    The Classic Car event has also got a 
new leadership team consisting of Stuart 
Hallworth, Eddie Rush and supported by 
Jo.
    On Monday 21st August members and     On Monday 21st August members and 
partners enjoyed a bowling evening at 
the Railway Inn in Congleton.  The green 
looked perfect, but perhaps was not 
necessarily matched by the bowling, but necessarily matched by the bowling, but 
a good evening was had by all and it is 
maybe something we repeat in the near 
future.
    Eddie Roberts is making good progress     Eddie Roberts is making good progress 
in sorting out the arrangements for the 
Bonöre and Fireworks Display on the 4th 
November.  In order to ensure that 
everything is in place and to update 
members on the manpower needs for 
the event, there will be a special club 
meeting taking place on the 9th October 
devoted to arrangements for bonöre. It is 
particularly important that all members 
attend this meeting.
    However, it was noted that Eddie is 
back in hospital again. It was agreed that 
    However, it was noted that Eddie is 
back in hospital again. It was agreed that 
we will do all that we can to support 
Eddie and wish him a speedy recovery.  
In the meantime, arrangements for the 
Bonöre will go ahead and hopefully 
Eddie is available to lead the event.

BrianBrian

Kev brought 
to book!

Brian presented Past 
President Kev with a 
photograph album 
featuring all his recorded featuring all his recorded 
misdemeanors from his 
year in office. 
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The Rotary Citation: The most 
significant award a club can achieve



We get a letter from the King!
   In the spring we planted a Scots pine tree at Astbury Golf Club. Then 
president, Kevin, wrote a letter to the King, enclosing photographs of 
the tree.
   Buckingham Palace replied addressed 'To everyone at The Rotary 
Club of Congleton.'

It reads... It reads... 'The King has asked me to thank you for your very kind letter of 
20th April.
His Majesty was heartened to learn of the Scots pine tree that has been 
planted in honour of The late Queen in the grounds of Astbury Golf Club.
Thank you once again to take the time to write to The King and for enclos-
ing photographs of the tree and memorial Plaque.  His Majesty would have 
me send his warmest good wishes to you all.'

Signed by Thomas Claridge, Head of Royal Correspondence.

The tree, clearly visible from the clubhouse, continues to thrive and 
grow.

...And there’s more to come!
To commemorate the coronation of HM To commemorate the coronation of HM 
King Charles III, we planted two øowering 
cherry trees in Congleton Park.  The trees 
should come into øower on the anniversa-
ry of the Coronation on May 6th every 
year and remind the people of Congleton 
of the signiöcance of this great event.  
Maybe, if we send a photograph of the 
trees in bloom, we might get another 
letter from His Majesty.



Let’s go Bowling!
Rotarians and their partners set out to prove that the earth really isn’t øat, when they took on the challenges of  
The Railway Inn’s crown green bowling green.  The techniques varied, but the results surprised as the teams got 
to grips with bias and chasing each other down the gullies on the far side of the green.



Over 350 names already and a regular mailing campaign 
numbering 8 ‘Hints and Tips’ so far speaks to the success of a 
project that could transform the way that local people think 
about the environment - and Rotary-Congleton’s role in it.

Pledge Praised by Top Man!
Will you do as David Attenborough suggests?

David Attenborough writes...” Dear Simon Fallis,  Thank 
you for your letter.  I think your pledge is an excellent 
one and I hope it attracts a lot of signatories.” 
   Well over 350 local people have joined Rotary's cam-   Well over 350 local people have joined Rotary's cam-
paign to make Congleton an environmentally-friendly 
town.  The Pledge is packed full of hints and tips for 
modern living in a plastics-
free age, where we have to 
look after our precious 
resources and reduce carbon 
emissions.
    Tell all your friends to sign 
'The Pledge' online at 
www.congletonrotary.co.uk



NEWS

SWIMMING FOR THE 
HELICOPTERS
Danny Daynes, Regional Fundraiser, Danny Daynes, Regional Fundraiser, 
gave an interesting and enlightening 
presentation on the work of the North 
West Air Ambulance.  Currently the 
service has 3 helicopters, 2 based at 
Barton and 1 at Blackpool, covering 
5,500 square miles and a population 
of 8 million.  Nationally there are 21 air 
ambulance charities with a total of 44 
helicopters and the North West area is 
the 2nd largest after London.  The 
service relies solely on charitable 
funding and needs to raise £12 million 
annually to cover costs.
    Danny explained that the aim of the 
service is to provide acute hospital 
    Danny explained that the aim of the 
service is to provide acute hospital 
care to very unwell patients at the 
roadside/scene of incident and each 
helicopter is staffed by a doctor, a 
paramedic and a pilot. Last year, the paramedic and a pilot. Last year, the 
Air Ambulance øew 2833 missions 
and 451 of these were in Cheshire. 
Unsurprisingly, the M6 corridor is a 
particular blackspot for the service.
After the presentation, Rachel and After the presentation, Rachel and 
Sandra presented  a cheque for £3050 
to the North West Air Ambulance that 
had been raised by the Rotary 
Swimathon.
Stuart took the photograph.

Proms success
Impressario Doug Parker’s ‘Last Night at Impressario Doug Parker’s ‘Last Night at 
the Proms’  was, as usual a sell-out, 
enjoyed by all and raising around £800 for 
club funds

Remember, remember 
-well how could Congleton 
forget?
It’s back for another year - A spectacular It’s back for another year - A spectacular 
night out with the safety of a public display 
öreworks set off in a controlled area under 
strict health and safety controls.  As usual, 
two displays - an early show for the 
children and some bigger öreworks for the children and some bigger öreworks for the 
adults later.  Come and enjoy the fun of the 
fair.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Quis ipsum suspendisse ultrices gravida. Risus 
commodo viverra maecenas accumsan lacus vel facilisis. 

AND VISYON GETS 
THEIR SHARE FROM 
SWIMATHON
TWO charities stood to share the proceeds 
of Swimathon funds.
    The club was delighted to welcome 
Linda De Sa, Funding and Marketing 
Manager for Visyon to its meeting on Manager for Visyon to its meeting on 
Monday 4th September where she was 
presented with a cheque for £3,650, raised 
by members of the public who took part 
in the Rotary Swimathon 2023 held at 
Biddulph Leisure Centre.  Local schools, 
offices, youth groups etc., formed teams offices, youth groups etc., formed teams 
to swim lengths of the pool to raise 
sponsorship for this year’s chosen charities 
– North West Air Ambulance and Visyon, 
who assist young people with their 
mental health and emotional wellbeing. 
Fifty percent of the money raised was 
returned to the swimmers for their own returned to the swimmers for their own 
chosen charities
    Visyon's Linda De Sa was delighted with     Visyon's Linda De Sa was delighted with 
the cheque and told members that since 
their formation in 1994, support for young 
people in the East Cheshire area had 
grown steadily to enable them to conduct 
6887 sessions in the last 12 months, 
supporting 1664 children, of which 559 supporting 1664 children, of which 559 
were in the Congleton area. 
    Visyon will be celebrating its 30th anni-
versary next year with a number of fund-
raising events planned throughout the 
year

Event  co-organiser, Rachel presents Linda 
with her cheque

Classic Car 
Consolation for the 
Old Saw Mill
When the Rotary Classic Car Show was 
rained off in July, generously, many 
entrants and sponsors  declined to ask for entrants and sponsors  declined to ask for 
their money back!  As a result, Rotary 
ended up with an odd amount of money.  
The beneöciary of the event was The Old 
Saw Mill.  So the club 'topped up' the 
money and Eddie Roberts, standing in as 
Chairman for the night, presented a 
cheque for £1,000 to Peter Aston from 
The Old Saw Mill



Diary 
Page
This is the run-up to a busy season!

Essential bonöre meeting - even more 
important as Eddie remains ‘on the sick’
All hands to the pumps too plan and All hands to the pumps too plan and 
make our biggest fund-raiser a night to 
remember (remember?)

Rotary-Congleton‘s big weekend.  Rotary-Congleton‘s big weekend.  
Friday set-up in the park, Saturday all 
day event with ticket sales in the town 
and the rest of the öeld being set out.  
Sunday’s litter pick to return the park to 
it’s former glory

76!!!  Our biggest Party Night of the 76!!!  Our biggest Party Night of the 
Year celebrates 76 years of community 
service in Congleton.  Back to The 
Sandhole Farm and the fabulous Oak 
Barn.  Best bib and tucker and posh 
dress set out to impress.

The Daneside Theatre hosts the Silk The Daneside Theatre hosts the Silk 
Brass and Eaton Bank’s Encore Choir 
again for an evening of Christmas 
favourites.  Taya and her friend Hannah 
will provide an interlude with a 
Ukrainian Christmas favourite

Party Time!  let your hair down with Party Time!  let your hair down with 
friends and partners and enjoy an 
evening of fun and high jinks, courtesy 
of our own entertainment team...


